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"I do believe that what we are getting falls far short of the
Congress ideals. My amendment also means that we may not say these
reforms are disappointing, disappointing in the sense in which that
word is used. Here I suggest to you that if a man comes to me and
disappoints me, I do not co-operate with him. If I get a sour loaf
I reject it, I do not take it. But if I get a loaf which is not enough,
which has not sufficient condiments in it, I shall use it, I shall add
condiments to it and shall take a bit. Therefore, my amendment
means nothing more and nothing less than that we should stare the
situation in the face as it exists before the country today and if Tilak
Maharaj tells you that we are going to make use of the Reforms Act
as he must, and as he already told Mr. Montagu, as he has told the
country that we are going to take the fullest advantage of the reforms,
then I say, be true to yourself, be true to the country and tell the
country that you are going to do it. But if you want to say, after
having gone there, you will put obstruction, say that also. But on the
question of propriety and obstruction, I say, Indian culture demands
that we shall trust one who extends a hand of fellowship. The Indian
culture demands trust and full trust, and if you are sufficiently
manly we shall not be afraid of the future, but face it in a manly
manner and say, CA11 right, Mr. Montagu, all right, all officials of the
bureaucracy, we are going to trust you. We shall put you in a corner
and when you resist us and when you resist the advance of the
country, then we say, you do so at your peril 1 * That is the manly
attitude that I suggest."
Gandhi then suggested that they should co-operate by accepting
the reforms, and not say one thing when they mean another.
The idea of having to differ from Tilak and Das was unbearable to
him. Jairamdas Daulatram handed over to Gandhi his amendment
which saved the situation. The need for unity induced Tilak, Das
and Gandhi to arrive at a suitable compromise and the final form
taken by the reforms resolution read thus:
"This Congress (i) reiterates its declaration of last year for full
responsible government and repudiates all assumptions to the con-
trary; (2) adheres to the resolutions passed at the Delhi Congress
session regarding constitutional reforms and is of opinion that the
Reforms Act is inadequate, unsatisfactory and disappointing;
(3) urges that Parliament should take early step to establish full res-
ponsible government in India in accordance with the principle of